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a classic civilization with a succession of notable thinkers
who influence their whole future. If China's Socrates is
K'ung Fu-tse and her Protagoras Lao-tse she has also her
scientific humanists of the type of Thales and Anaxagoras,
and owes much to an imported mysticism akin to that of
Pythagoras.
As with the Greeks, too, individualism and rivalry defeat
early attempts at federation, and while there is a parallel
quest for harmony and reason, there is also the constant
lapse into superstition and the persecution of innovators,
who are judged by outworn codes and the dead hand of
tradition.
But the Chinese men of science make no great or con-
sistent progress as do those of Greece, and barbarians,
while they are civilized by Chinese culture as Rome by
Greece, are more continually at the gates. These three
enemies—individualism, classicism, and invading hordes
—trouble the long history of China, and though like Greece
she develops an upper class of scholars and a measure of
social democracy through education, she has remained
almost to the present the milch-cow of dynasties founded
by strong rulers and petering out through their own
sensuality and superstition.
In aesthetic achievements she is the peer of Greece, and
in sculpture, bronze-casting, and landscape painting has
had no rival: yet in drama and other forms of literature
most will agree that a day at Athens is worth a 'cycle of
Cathay*. And her philosophers have wasted centuries in
discussing false antinomies: 'Man is good by nature', says
one ancient: 'No, he is bad,1 says another. 'Action is easy,
knowledge difficult,' says one modern: 'Knowledge is
difficult, action is not easy,' says another—and causes a
grave scandal. And always the activist is persecuted by
the passivist and paper maxims are regarded as better than
moral effort.

